
     On August 1, 2008, Oil 150 kicked off its 17-month celebration at Drake Well Mu-

seum, the site near Titusville, PA where Edwin L. Drake began the petroleum industry 

in 1859. As the Oil 150 Sesquicentennial Celebration comes to a close, we look back 

at some of the exciting programs and exhibits that cele-

brated the birth of the oil industry and the first 150 

years of innovation and ingenuity in this energy arena.  

     Oil 150õs educational and cultural programs in-

cluded roundtables, conferences, symposia, speakers, 

tours, educational materials, artistic endeavors, and 

two state historical marker dedications. We played host 

to conferences including the Alliance of National Heri-

tage Areas, the Pennsylvania Outdoor Writers Associa-

tion, the West Penn Energy Association, the Petroleum 

History Institute, and others.  Members of the Oil 150 

speakers bureau presented talks on oil and gas history 

around the state. We have traveled from Titusville to 

Bradford to Harrisburg to Washington, D.C., and even to 

Texas for conferences and lectures. 

     Oil 150 implemented a nationwide museum kit program, distributing kits to 250 

childrenõs, science, oil and natural gas museums throughout the country. Through 

replica artifacts, historical resources, educational materials and more, Oil 150 mu-

seum kits reach out to students and historians across the country and provide a valu-

able learning experience about the Pennsylvania Oil Region and its rich history.  

     One of the star products to come out of the Oil 150 Celebration is the DVD docu-

mentary The Valley that Changed the World, which had its premier screening in 

March, 2009. This DVD, produced by the Oil Region Alliance in conjunction with WQED 

Multimedia, tells the story of the birth of the petroleum industry. Oil 150 hosted nu-

merous free screenings of the documentary throughout northwest PA with great atten-

dance.  Furthermore, in the fall of 2009, the documentary was aired 158 times on 48 

PBS-affiliated stations across the country. 

     Oil 150 events and programs garnered a great deal of regional and national media 

attention for the Oil Region National Heritage Area.  Regional radio and television net-

works drew tourists to the region with oil history spots while the Oil 150 story was fea-

tured in nationally published magazines like Science Illustrated and AARP.   

     It is impossible to highlight every piece of work that Oil 150 completed in the last 

two years.  However, it is significant to note that we have created programs, materials 

and a website that will highlight the history of our region for years to come.  Most im-

portantly, we had fun.  We think youõll enjoy the photographs on Pages 3 and 4. 

Oil 150 was made possible through the generous donations 

of organizations and individuals across the United States. 
 

We Thank You For Your Support! 
 

See Page 5 for a full list of Oil 150 Donors and Grantors. 

Oil 150 Celebration Wraps Up in the Oil Region 
by Melissa Mann 

Featured Events 

January 23, 2010, The Valley that 

Changed the World Screening. Take 

a trip to Oil Creek State Park and 

check out a screening of The Valley 

that Changed the World in the Park 

Amphitheater at 7:00 P.M. Donation 

is $1.00 and benefits Friends of Oil 

Creek State Park. Contact Oil Creek 

State Park at (814) 676-5915. 

March 10-11, 2010, Philanthropy 

Symposium.  Oil 150 will host a sym-

posium entitled òPhilanthropic Leg-

acy of the Oil Pioneers,ó featuring 

representatives from major founda-

tions and philanthropic organizations.  

The event will be held at the Univer-

sity of Pittsburgh, Titusville Campus.  

To register, call (814) 677-3152. 

April 29-May 1, 2010, Petroleum His-

tory Instituteõs Annual Symposium & 

Field Trip.  2010õs symposium will 

take place in Lafayette, Louisiana for 

PHI members.  For information on 

membership and the symposium, 

visit www.petroleumhistory.org or 

email Jeff Spencer at  

JSpencer@blackpoolenergy.com.  

  
 

For more oil history events  

Visit www.oil150.com  
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Oil 150 Hosts Final Symposium 
by Rebecca McElhatten 

     Even though the Oil 150 Celebration and events may end, the Oil 150 website 

will continue to exist online. The website, at oil150.com, offers many valuable 

resources and an online store.  

Check out essays about oil region oil refineries, oil pioneers, and technology in 

the petroleum industry.  

Click on links to all kinds of oil information, including kidsõ pages, resources for 

teachers, and an oil history timeline for history buffs.  

For continuing oil history events, oil150.com has a calendar of events.  

The online store is the way to purchase Oil 150 products and publications. Pur-

chase a copy of the documentary The Valley that Changed the World and hard-

to-find reprints and new publications about the oil region. 

Tourists can find information about museums, parks, attractions, and other 

heritage area sites to explore in the Oil Region National Heritage Area. 

Oil 150 Website Continues  
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is an educational non-partisan celebration administered by the Oil  

Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (ORA).  ORA is classified by the Internal 

Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  ORA is registered with the Penn-

sylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations.  ORA also administers the Oil Region       

National Heritage Area, designated by Congress in 2004. 

     Oil 150 will host a symposium entitled òPhilanthropic Legacy of the Oil Pio-

neersó on March 10 & 11 at the University of Pittsburgh Campus in Titusville, 

PA. The symposium will focus on the philanthropic role that oil pioneers played 

in U.S. history as well as on the current policies and priorities of foundations 

with energy industry roots.  The keynote speakers for the philanthropy sympo-

sium are Paulette Maehara, President and CEO of the Association of Fundraising 

Professionals in Virginia; Dr. Leslie Lenkowsky, professor of public affairs and 

philanthropic studies at Indiana University; and Dr. Joel Orosz, professor of phil-

anthropic studies at Grand Valley State University in Michigan. Their topics in-

clude sources of philanthropic money, success in charities, and John D. Rocke-

fellerõs contributions to philanthropy.  

     Oil 150õs òPhilanthropic Legacy of the Oil Pioneersó is funded by the National 

Fuel Gas Distribution Foundation; the Laura Smedley Charitable Trust, adminis-

tered by Kosak & Associates; and the National Park Service, part of the U.S. De-

partment of the Interior.   

     The symposium kicks off with registration at Pittõs Titusville Campus on 

Wednesday, March 10 and a bus tour to Franklin and Oil City or walking tours of 

Titusville. Other activities during  the two-day symposium include: luncheons, 

informative lectures, slide shows, screenings of The Valley that Changed the 

World and Stories of a Third-Generation Independent Oil Producer, As Told by 

Bill Huber, educational panels, and a farewell dinner with entertainment by the 

Eclipse Refinery Orchestra.  

     Full registration costs just $75 before February 20 ($100 after February 20), 

or $25 for students. Professionals, historians, students, and anyone interested 

in the oil region are encouraged to attend. For more information or to reserve 

seats, please call the Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism at 

(814) 677-3152. 
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Oil 150 Celebration in Review 

Clockwise from top left:  

The Titusville Community Gateway, one of two new gateways, in Titusville, PA along U.S. Route 8; August, 2008 

Barbara Zolli, Dr. James Zehner, Dr. Janet Zehner, Randy Seitz, and Neil McElwee (left to right) unveil new Byron D. Benson 

historical marker; December, 2009 

PA Rep. Brad Roae, Will Wingo, and PA Rep. Scott Hutchinson designate August as òOil History Monthó as Senators Mary 

Jo White and Robert Robbins look on at the Oil 150 kick off press conference at Drake Well Museum; August, 2008 

The premiere of The Valley that Changed the World at the Barrow-Civic Theatre in Franklin, PA; March, 2009 

Oil 150 and guests unveil the Oil Region Visitor Center inside Perry Street Station in Titusville, PA; July, 2009 

Oil 150 roundtable discussion òThe Cyclical Nature of Petroleum Production and Priceó at the University of Pittsburghõs 

Bradford Campus in Bradford, PA; November, 2008 

Oil Region Alliance COO Randy Seitz and Louisa Striver unveil the Oil 150 First Day Cover, commemorative stamp, and special 

USPS cancellation stamp at the Oil Creek & Titusville Railroadõs Perry Street Station; August, 2009. 
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(Continued from Page 3) Oil 150 Celebration in Review 

A set of six bookmarks is now available from Oil 150! 

 

These unique bookmarks measure 6ó by 2ó each 

and feature the Drake Well, pumpjacks, offshore 

rigs, and other historic derricks. 

 

The complete set is only $5.00. 

To purchase a set of bookmarks,  

visit www.oil150.com  

or call 800-483-6264. 

Now Available! 

Clockwise from top left: 

Oil 150õs bright float at Franklin, 

PAõs Light Up Night; November, 

2008  

Dr. William Brice and Mrs. Lynn 

Pacior-Malys sign books while Mrs. 

Heather Brice looks on at the Ve-

nango Museum in Oil City, PA; De-

cember, 2009 

Dr. William Brice speaks about 

Colonel Edwin L. Drake at the 

Capitol Complex in Harrisburg, 

PA with Oil 150õs traveling ex-

hibit; March, 2009 

Lois McElwee and Pamela Forker 

ride along the Oil 150 parade 

route in Oil City, PA; July 2009 

Bill Huber during filming on loca-

tion for Stories of a Third-

Generation Independent Oil Pro-

ducer, As Told by Bill Huber; 

June, 2009 

The Samuel C. T. Dodd historical 

marker is unveiled by Randy 

Seitz in downtown Franklin, PA; 

November, 2008 

Oil 150 Steering Committee Co-

Chair Bruce Wells and Juanita 

Hampton, Executive Director of the 

Crawford County Convention and 

Visitors Bureau, wave to onlookers 

during the Titusville Oil 150 pa-

rade; August, 2009 


