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Timeline of Yellow Dog Lantern History 

1850 - 1890 

1860 1870 1890 

1853  

First kerosene lamp 

invented in Germany 

1859 

Colonel Edwin Drake 

drills first commercial oil 

well near Titusville, PA 

1867 
Oil Well Supply Co. 

founded by John Eaton 

1889  

Oil Well Supply Co. becomes 

largest manufacturer of oil 

machinery in the world 

1872  

Hiram Freeman 

of Petroleum 

Centre, PA issued 

U.S. patent for 

improvements to 

derrick lamps 

1850 

1870 
First U.S. patent for derrick 

lamps issued to Jonathan Dillen 

of Petroleum Centre, PA 

1877 
John Eaton and Oil Well 

Supply Co. reissued U.S. 

patent for derrick lamps 

1849-1850 

Samuel M. Kier of Pitts-

burgh, PA begins distilling 

crude oil to produce an illu-

minating fluid. 

Learn more at www.oil150.com 


