
originally hand built at home, increase 

pump cycle efficiency.  Sensors indicate 

the volume of fluid in the working barrel 

at the bottom of the well being pumped 

each pump stroke.  The control measures 

this volume of fluid pumped, and com-

pares it with a preset value for normal 

flow.  The pump cycle ends when the vol-

ume of the fluid pumped decreases be-

low the normal preset, preventing dry 

pumping and promoting more fluid flow 

into the working barrel.   

     In the late 1980õs, the price of oil was 

low enough that many producers shut 

down production and there was little de-

mand for a pump off device.  Those pro-

ducers who did make use of Kargõs de-

vice, found themselves needing one third 

less energy to run their wells, meaning 

less wear and tear on the machinery.   

(Continued Page 4) 

     Every industrial 

process seems to 

have specialized 

tools, parts or proc-

esses.  The oil indus-

try is no different.  

Since 1859, items 

have been developed 

to cut time, increase 

production and to 

streamline operations. The oil industry 

and the people serving it never cease to 

come up with ideas. Innovation continues 

even now among those in the oil fields.   

      Tom Karg, an Oil City, PA native and 

former employee of National Transit Pipe-

lines, designed, built and patented a 

more inexpensive òpump offó device in 

1989.  "Pump off" is defined as òa condi-

tion in which all available fluids have 

been pumped."  Kargõs units, which he 

     As part of its mission to commemorate the 150th 

anniversary of oil and to encourage communities out-

side Pennsylvaniaõs Oil Region to celebrate their own 

unique oil histories, Oil 150 will provide 250 oil, natu-

ral gas, childrenõs and science museums with free kits 

containing media, educational and promotional mate-

rials suitable and appropriate for their respective au-

diences.  As the Oil 150 story unfolds around the na-

tion, each museum community will be able to both 

refine its own unique story and concurrently share it 

and integrate it into a complex, wonderful tale of oil 

industry creativity and achievement by building or 

enhancing their own exhibits with the component in 

the museum kits. 

     Oil 150 began mailing the museum kit components 

in April.  Each kit contains posters, promotional pam-

phlets, reference materials, an educatorõs guide, rep-

lica artifacts, historical photographs, and a DVD of the 

new PBS documentary "The Valley that Changed the Worldó among others.  In total, 

each museum kit is valued at over $500.  

(Continued Page 3) 

Featured Events 

May 8-9, 2009, 10th Annual Preserv-

ing Victorian Collections & Architec-

ture Conference.  Seminars and 

guided tours showcasing Titusvilleõs 

diverse Victorian-era buildings and 

structures.  Includes sessions on pre-

serving artifacts, documents, collec-

tions as well as maintaining historic 

buildings.  Centered on the campus 

of the University of Pittsburgh in 

Titusville, PA.  Contact Oil Region Alli-

ance (814) 677-3152 ext. 110 or 

tkresinski@oilregion.org. 
 

May 9, 2009, Historic Preservation 

Awards.  A ceremony honoring the 

recipients of these annual awards for 

preservation will be held as part of 

the 10th Annual Victorian Architecture 

& its Preservation Conference on the 

University of Pittsburgh Titusville, PA 

Campus.  Contact Oil Region Alliance 

(814) 677-3152, ext. 110 or tkresin-

ski@oilregion.org. 
 

May 14-16, 2009, òReturn to the 

Valley that Changed the World.ó  The 

Petroleum History Institute will pre-

sent its 2009 International Sympo-

sium and host its Field Trip.  This 

event will be headquartered at the 

Caboose Motel, Titusville, PA.  $ Con-

tact Marilyn Black, Oil Region Alliance 

(814) 677-3152 ext. 105 or 

mblack@oilregion.org. 
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Oil 150 Launches Nationwide Museum Kit Program 
by Melissa Mann 

Mark Heim  

Editorõs Column--Markõs Remarks 

Oil Industry Innovation 



     The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission has approved ORAõs 

nomination of a historical marker recognizing Byron D. Benson (1832 ð 1888).  A 

dedication ceremony is being planned for Thursday, 

December 10, 2009. 

     This new blue/gold marker will be installed be-

tween the roadway and sidewalk in front of 603 

North Perry Street, Titusville, the site of his former 

residence.  In 1872, Benson and his wife Minerva 

purchased that home which was originally con-

structed by Charles and Mary Ellen Ames.  This is 

where he and his family resided until his death.  The 

building remains in use today, on the northwest cor-

ner of Oak Street and Perry Street. 

     Mr. Benson was one of the founders of the Tide 

Water Pipe Company in 1878, serving as its first 

President from 1878 through 1888.  His greatest 

accomplishment in that capacity was the completion 

of the first long-distance oil pipeline, which ran 109 

miles from the Bradford oil fields over the Allegheny Mountains to Williamsport, 

PA.  Through determination and business acumen, Benson and his pipeline revo-

lutionized the transportation of crude petroleum.  Today, the majority of crude oil 

moves through pipelines spanning thousands of miles. 

     Mr. Bensonõs business involvement in oil ventures began in 1865, when he 

and Robert E. Hopkins purchased a large timber tract located in Enterprise, where 

they started the Enterprise Oil & Lumber Company.  The partners in 1870 added 

David McKelvy to form D. McKelvy & Company, a firm focused solely on oil pro-

duction.  That company secured good oil-producing land in the newly opened 

òColoradoó Oil field near Enterprise and benefited from that production.  Byron 

Benson was active in many Titusville community organizations, including serving 

as the first president of the Titusville Library Association. 

     OIL 150 student intern Emily Hoover of Oil City conducted the initial research 

and writing of the nomination package for this marker, which was submitted by 

the Oil Region Alliance in December, 2008. 

     One of the goals of OIL 150 is the establishment of permanent markers/

plaques around the country for each of the 18 òOil Pioneersó identified in 1959 by 

the American Petroleum Institute.  The achievement of the Benson marker brings 

that goal even closer to fruition. 

     Contributions of funds toward the purchase of this marker and its standard 

break-away metal pole can be provided to the Oil Region Alliance.  During the 

ceremony, typically a display is prepared of photographs, documents, and other 

artifacts of the individual being recognized.  Families or organizations which have 

such items in their collections are encouraged to contact Ms. Melissa Mann, OIL 

150 Deputy Director, so that copies can be made for inclusion in this display. 
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is an educational non-partisan celebration administered by the Oil  

Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (ORA).  ORA is classified by the Internal 

Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  ORA is registered with the Penn-

sylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations.  ORA also administers the Oil Region       

National Heritage Area, designated by Congress in 2004. 

Historical Marker for Byron Benson Approved 
by Marilyn Black 

 

Now Available! 
 

DVD copies of the new PBS documentary The Valley that Changed 

the World are now available for $19.95 at www.oil150.com. 



     Funding for the museum kits has been 

made possible by grants to the Oil Region 

Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism by 

the following to date: National Park Service 

via a grant of National Heritage Area funds, 

Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 

and natural Resources via a Pennsylvania 

Heritage Area Program Grant, Mr. and Mrs. 

Henry B. Suhr, Jr., ExxonMobil Foundation, 

National Fuel Gas Foundation, American As-

sociation of Professional Landmen Educa-

tional Foundation, Inc., Richard King Mellon 

Foundation, Universal Well Services, Inc., 

Petroleum History Institute, Association of 

Desk and Derrick Clubs Foundation, and 

Catalyst Energy, Inc.  Materials for the kits 

have been provided by Franklin Bronze 

Plaques, American Petroleum Institute, and 

Mr. Ron Shoup.  Additional entities are con-

sidering being donors as well. 

     The Oil 150 Museum Kit Program is pro-

jected to generate 500,000 initial impres-

sions. A significant portion of that number will 

visit oil-related heritage sites around the 

country in 2009 and beyond.  By expanding 

its celebration throughout the country, Oil 

150 is fostering an appreciation of our na-

tionõs oil history and its roots in Pennsylvania.   

     The Museum Kit Program is managed by 

Ms. Melissa Mann, Oil 150 Deputy Director.  

For additional information or clarification, 

contact Ms. Mann at (800) 483-6264, Exten-
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     The Oil Region Alliance has added a 

Commemorative Coin to the list of 

items available marking the 

celebration of the Sesquicen-

tennial of Oil in 2009.  

     The coin features the Oil 

150 logo and slogan in full 

color on the front and the 

logo of the Oil Region Na-

tional Heritage Area on the 

reverse. It is 1.75 inches in 

diameter, weighs 1.5 ounces 

and is finished in antique 

bronze. 

     The coins retails for $10. 

Coins can be purchased on 

the online store at 

www.oil150.com or at the 

following retail outlets: Ve-

nango Area Chamber of Com-

merce, Oil City; Franklin Area Chamber 

of Commerce, Franklin; Titusville Area 

Chamber of Commerce, Titusville; Ve-

nango Museum of Art Science and In-

dustry, Oil City; Pumping Jack 

Museum, Emlenton; Drake 

Well Museum Store, Titus-

ville; Transit Fine Art Gallery, 

Oil City; Oil Creek and Titus-

ville Railroad, Titusville; Coal 

Oil Johnny Restaurant, Pleas-

antville; Crawford County 

Convention and Visitors Bu-

reau, Meadville; and Roseart, 

Bradford. 

     Randy Seitz, President 

and COO of the Oil Region 

Alliance, said, "This coin will 

make an ideal gift or remem-

brance of this important 

milestone in the history of 

our area." 

Show Your Support for Oil 150! 

Fly a Commemorative Flag or Banner! 

The Oil 150 Flags (3õ x 5õ) an Banners (2õ x 3õ)  

are made of durable nylon and have metal  

grommets for easy hanging. 
 

Visit www.oil150.com or one of Oil 150õs regional sales  

locations to find commemorative products, apparel,  

fine oil history prints, oil history books and much more. 

Oil Region Alliance Introduces Oil 150 Commemorative Coin 
By Will Wingo 

(Continued from Page 2)   

Museum Kits 


