
          During the Oil 

150 celebration, it’s 

been fascinating to 

see how various artis-

tic media have been 

used to reflect on 

some of the region’s 

key oil history events.  

One facet of oil history 

that has been specifi-

cally featured in the past 17 months is 

the relationship between Ida Tarbell and 

John D. Rockefeller. 

     On November 13-15, the Community 

Playhouse Inc., presented Trust at the 

Arlington Hotel Ballroom in Oil City, PA.  

Written by Bill Duncan, this play ques-

tions Tarbell and Rockefeller’s motiva-

tions.  Trust was the third play in the pro-

duction company’s trilogy of Oil 150 

plays, which also included productions of 

Oil on the Brain (September 2008) and 

Melba, Toast of Pithole (July 2009). 

     While Duncan used historical informa-

tion about Tarbell and Rockefeller, he 

also used considerable dramatic license, 

making it difficult at times for the audi-

ence to separate the speculation from 

the documented history. According to the 

playwright, Tarbell’s attacks on Rockefel-

ler were personal because she viewed 

Rockefeller’s monopolist actions as a 

personal attack on her father, barrel 

maker and later an independent oil pro-

ducer Franklin Tarbell.   

 (Continued Page 3) 
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     On Thursday, December 10, 2009, Oil 150, the Oil Region Alliance of Business, 

Industry & Tourism and the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission will 

host a dedication and unveiling ceremony for the new Byron D. Benson state historical 

marker.  The ceremony will be held at 10:00 a.m. at 

the Benson Memorial Library in Titusville, Pennsyl-

vania.  The public is welcome and encouraged to at-

tend.  Advance reservations are not necessary. 

     Speakers at the event will include Neil McElwee, 

local historian; Barbara Zolli, Director of Drake Well 

Museum and PHMC representative; Randy Seitz, 

President and COO of the Oil Region Alliance; and Will 

Wingo, Oil 150 Director. 

     Following the dedication ceremony, guests are 

invited to travel to 603 North Perry Street.  The official 

unveiling of the Blue/Gold state marker will take 

place in front of the home where Benson lived from 

1872 through 1888.   

     A transplant from New York, Benson worked in 

Pennsylvania’s Oil Region 1865-1888.  He was one of 

the founders of the Tidewater Pipe Company (1878) 

and served as its first president 1878-1888.  His greatest accomplishment was the 

completion of the first long-distance pipeline, running 109 miles from the Bradford oil 

fields over the Allegheny Mountains to Williamsport, PA.   

Oil 150 To Dedicate New Historical Marker 
by Melissa Mann 

Featured Events 

December 2, 2009, A Night at the 

Movies.  Join Oil 150 for a free 

screening of The Valley that Changed 

the World, Stories of a Third-

Generation Independent Oil Pro-

ducer, As Told by Bill Huber, and Oil 

in the Family by Matt Hovis at the 

Crawford Center in Emlenton, PA, at  

7:00 p.m.  Contact Will Wingo (814) 

677-3152 or wwingo@oilregion.org. 

December 10, 2009, Historical 

Marker Dedication.  Join Oil 150 for 

the dedication and unveiling of a new 

state historical marker honoring 

Byron D. Benson.  The dedication will 

be held at 10:00 a.m. at the Benson 

Memorial Library in Titusville and 

followed by the unveiling of the 

marker at 603 North Perry Street.  

Contact Melissa Mann (814) 677-

3152, Ext. 103. 

March 10-11, 2010, Philanthropy 

Symposium.  Oil 150 will host a sym-

posium entitled “Philanthropic Leg-

acy of the Oil Pioneers,” featuring 

representatives from major founda-

tions and philanthropic organizations.  

The event will be held at the Univer-

sity of Pittsburgh, Titusville Campus.  

To register, contact (814) 677-3152. 

 

For more Oil 150 events  

Visit www.oil150.com  
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The Valley that Changed the World Airs Nationwide 
by Will Wingo 

    As part of the Oil 150 celebration, the Oil 

Region Alliance and Pittsburgh’s WQED 

(PBS) co-produced The Valley That Changed 

the World, an hour-long documentary on 

the development of the world’s oil industry 

in what is now the Oil Region National Heri-

tage Area. 

     The film premiered on WQED in April of 

2009, and was accepted for nationwide 

distribution by the National Educational 

Television Association in June of 2009. A 

nationwide “feed” was set up by WQED in 

August to provide copies of the film to PBS 

stations nationwide.  

     WQED provides the ORA with a “carriage 

report,” which lists PBS stations that have 

shown or scheduled screenings of the film. 

The report for August, September and Octo-

ber 2009 presents some interesting infor-

mation of where it is being shown.  

     During that 3 month period, the film was scheduled to air 155 times in 32 tele-

vision markets. The markets are in Alabama, California, Florida, Illinois, Louisiana, 

Mississippi, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, West Vir-

ginia and Wyoming. 

     WQED anticipates the next quarter showing will encompass even more sta-

tions due to the nature of scheduling and necessary lead times. 
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     The Pioneer Steam 

and Gas Engine Society 

of NW Pennsylvania held 

its annual fall “Gas-Up” 

at the Drake Well Mu-

seum and Park on Sep-

tember 19, 2009. 

     Over 50 exhibitors 

displayed a wide range 

of equipment ranging 

from oil field engines to 

the tools used for discov-

ery and production of oil. 

     Each exhibitor re-

ceived a plaque, which 

was sponsored by Oil 

150.  It featured an early Olin gas engine, manufactured in Titusville, PA, and 

owned by Bill Ritts of Meadville, PA. The plaque included a full color Oil 150 logo.  

Drake Well Hosts Fall Gas-Up 
by Will Wingo 



 

     Two additional 

books have been 

added to the online 

store at 

www.oil150.com. 

They are: 

     A Walk in the 

Park ð A pictorial 

tour of Historic Oil 

Creek State Park 

which was both 

written and photo-

graphed by James 

DeLong and printed by Paramount Ticket in Wheatland, PA. 

This beautiful 60 page, full-color book retails for $15.00 and 

the proceeds benefit the Friends of 

Oil Creek State Park. 

     Ben Hogan, the Wickedest Man 

in the World, was originally written 

by Ben Hogan and George Trainer.  

A new 2009 reprint of the first edi-

tion includes the introduction to the 

second and third editions. This 276-

page, hard cover edition is available 

for $50.00 and was printed by 

Mechling Bookbindery, Chicora, PA. 

     Both books can be purchased at 

www.oil150.com/store. Shipping for 

any quantity is $5.00 and Pennsyl-

vania residents pay 6% sales tax. 

New Books Added to Oil 150 E-Store 
by Will Wingo 
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     In honor of its wonderful window display 

celebrating the 150th anniversary of the 

Drake Well and the birth of the U.S. oil indus-

try, Oil 150 has awarded its November win-

dow display honors to DeBence Antique Mu-

sic World located at 1261 Liberty Street in 

Franklin, Pennsylvania. 

     The museum’s display features an Oil 150 

flag, a replica standard rig, yellow dog lan-

terns, oil cans, historic photographs, and mul-

tiple art pieces depicting oil field scenes. 

     DeBence Antique Music World houses a 

collection of more than 100 antique me-

chanical musical instruments dating from the 

mid-1800s to the 1940s.  The museum is 

open to the public from April 1 to October 31.  

Visit www.debencemusicworld.com for more 

information. 

     The museum will receive a hand-

hammered Oil 150 candy dish in appreciation 

for their decorating efforts in support of the 

regional celebration.  

DeBence Antique Music World Awarded Window Display Honors 

 (Continued from Page 2)  Trust 

     Furthermore, he also demonstrates that Rockefeller appar-

ently hid behind religion and a veil of reasoning that said God 

rewards those who helps themselves.  There is even a scene 

in the play where preacher Fred Gates tells Rockefeller he 

should be Episcopalian, not Baptist.  Being a philanthropic 

Episcopalian would solve his “image” problems. Duncan says 

that studying the structure of Rockefeller’s relationship with 

the church represented the most difficult aspect of writing 

“Trust” but that once he understood the role of church and 

religion in this tale, the rest of the story fell into place.   

     As Oil 150 comes to an end, this reporter notes possession 

of a fuller, richer appreciation for the history of the Oil Region.  

I am aware many feel the Oil Region is only a faded mem-

ory.  However, over the last 17 months, I have come to know 

my home better than ever before.  It is my firm belief that in 

order to move ahead successfully, one must have a grasp of 

the past.  I invite you to come touch the ground, touch the re-

minders of our past, to touch, hear, smell and even taste the 

history.   

http://www.oil150.com
http://www.oil150.com/store
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Celebrate the Holidays with Oil 150! 
 

Visit www.oil150.com or our regional sales  

locations for all your holiday gift needs. 
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Thank You, Oil 150 Donors! 
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