
     Jeff Pierson of War-

ren, Pennsylvania is a 

licensed blaster and 

former employee of 

the Otto Cupler Tor-

pedo Company, which 

operated in Titusville, 

Pennsylvania. When 

not trimming hair as a 

barber, Pierson travels 

the Pennsylvania oil patch, showing and 

telling folks about the good old days 

when real oil men shot wells with nitro-

glycerine.  

     That fascination with explosives and 

fireworks is what drove Pierson to put his 

exhibit together. He started assembling 

his traveling display about two years ago. 

òI hadnõt given much thought to this for 

about 30 years,ó Pierson says. He now 

looks to preserve the memory of the prac-

tice of shooting oil wells with nitroglycer-

ine torpedoes, a specialized part of the 

history of petroleum.  

     The story of nitroglycerine begins in 

Italy in 1847 where it was first synthe-

sized. Later, Alfred Nobel, no stranger to 

petroleum, researched the oil explosive. 

His company in Germany used nitroglyc-

erine in the development of dynamite in 

1867. In the U.S., the Central Pacific Rail-

road first employed nitroglycerine in the 

construction of tunnels through the Rocky 

Mountains. In the Pennsylvania oil region, 

nitroglycerine was first used to shoot oil 

wells in 1866.  

     Well shooting became common in the 

oil fields. Pennsylvania crude oil contains 

a great deal of paraffin, making it among  
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Editorõs Column--Markõs Remarks 

Nitroglycerine Shooting in the Oil Region 

     The Oil Region Alliance 

and Oil 150 will offer a 

first day cover commemo-

rating the Oil 150 celebra-

tion. The Oil 150 first day 

cover includes a vanity 

stamp depicting Colonel 

Edwin Drake at the first 

commercial oil well, a 

unique USPS cancellation stamp featuring a Densmore Tank Car and the Oil Creek 

and Titusville Railroad, and a high-quality Oil 150 envelope.  The first day cover, can-

cellation and vanity stamp were designed by Fine Line Design of Oil City, PA. 

     The first day cover will be available Thursday, August 27, 2009 at Perry Street Sta-

tion of the Oil Creek and Titusville Railroad in Titusville, PA. The first day cover will cost 

$5.00 at Perry Street Station. Advance orders will be accepted via the online store at 

www.oil150.com and the Oil 150 office at (814) 677-3152 ext 104. A small shipping 

fee will be assessed for these orders. Only 3,000 envelopes of this limited-edition first 

day cover will be made. The first day cover will also be available for sale at the Drake 

Well Museum Store in Titusville and at the Oil 150 Store, 111 South Franklin Street, 

Titusville, PA. 

(Continued Page 3) 

Oil 150 First Day Cover at Perry Street Station 
by Will Wingo 

Featured Events 

August 9, 2009, Open House at Coal 

Oil Johnnyõs House. See the historic 

home of John Washington Steele 

(aka Coal Oil Johnny) located at Rynd 

Farm, north of Oil City, PA, at 1:00 

P.M.  Contact Oil Region Alliance at 

(814) 677-3152.  

August 12, 2009, DVD Screening at 

the Tom Ridge Environmental Center. 
The Valley that Changed the World 

will be shown at the Big Green 

Screen at the Tom Ridge Environ-

mental Center at 7:00 P.M. Registra-

tion for this free event is required. 

Please call the Big Green Screen at 

(814) 838-4123. 

August 27, 2009, Oil 150 First Day 

Cover. Join in the unveiling of the 

official Oil 150 First Day Cover. Event 

will take place at Perry Street Station, 

409 S. Perry Street, Titusville, PA, 

from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Contact 

Oil Region Alliance at (814) 677-

3152.  

Check Out Page 4  

for Titusville Oil 150  

Festival Events! 
 

For More August Events, 

Visit Our Calendar at 

www.oil150.com 

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 2  July, 2009 

The Pipeline  
Your Conduit for Information about Oil 150  

 

Inside this issue: 
 

Oil 150 Postal Cache  1 

Markõs Remarks   1 

Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad 2 

Tarbell House Restoration 3 

Titusville Oil 150 Events  4 

Oil 150 Traveling Exhibit  5 

Thank You to Donors  6 

P.O. BOX 128; OIL CITY, PA 16301-0128 

Mark Heim  



Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad 
by Rebecca McElhatten 

     The Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad was purchased by the Oil Creek Railway His-

torical Society on June 6, 1986. The organization purchased 13.5 miles of track 

and the surrounding land from ConRail. The same summer saw the first train ride 

by the Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad on July 18. The next year four stations were 

completed and opened: Perry Street Station in Titusville; Drake Well Station at the 

Drake Well Museum; Petroleum Centre Station in Oil Creek State Park; and Rynd 

Farm Station at the southern tip of Oil Creek State Park.  

     The locomotive engine was built in 1947 by the American Locomotive Com-

pany. The ALCO S-2, 1,000-horsepower turbocharged diesel engine weighs 112 

tons. The diesel engine, called the prime mover, powers a 600-volt electric gen-

erator, making it a diesel-electric engine.   

     The train has seven pas-

senger cars, each built in 

1930 by Pullman. These 79

-year-old cars were origi-

nally built as electric-

powered cars and used 

around New Jersey. Each 

passenger car can seat 76 

passengers. The passenger 

cars used on the Oil Creek 

& Titusville Railroad have 

been modernized to meet 

safety standards and mod-

ern technology, but have 

not lost their 1930s charm. Each car commemorates a significant player in oil 

history. The seven cars are named: Colonel Edwin Drake, manager of the first suc-

cessful commercial oil well; Jonathan Watson, owner of Rynd Farm and first oil 

millionaire; Captain Andrew Funk, driller along Pioneer Run; Thomas Struthers, 

first constructor of the Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad; George Bissell, president of 

Central Oil Company; John Steele, heir to the McClintock oil fortune; and Samuel 

VanSyckel, builder of the first oil pipeline.  

     The Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad also has an open-air car, called a gondola 

car, which was built in the 1940s and updated for use on the train. This car can 

accommodate up to 100 standing passengers. During good weather, passengers 

can view nature, or look into the locomotive cabin.  

     The trainõs most unique car is its railway post office. The first recorded use of a 

train to carry mail was in England, between Liverpool and Manchester, in Novem-

ber 1830. The United Stated officially inaugurated the Railway Mail Service in 

1869. Oil Creek & Titusville Railroadõs railway post office still cancels and mails 

postcards and letters. The railway postmaster stamps each piece of mail aboard 

the train. Passengers can buy souvenir postcards and mail them on the train.  

     During August, the train runs Wednesday through Sunday, leaving Perry Street 

Station in Titusville at 1:00 P.M. August 28, 2009 is Oil 150 Day on the Oil Creek 

& Titusville Railroad. There will be storytelling on the train, Civil War re-enactors at 

Rynd Farm Station, and a train robbery. This special ride leaves Perry Street Sta-

tion at 1:00 P.M.  

     For more information on ticket reservations and events, please call the Oil 

Creek and Titusville Railroad at (814) 676-1733 or visit www.octrr.org.  
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is an educational non-partisan celebration administered by the Oil  

Region Alliance of Business, Industry & Tourism (ORA).  ORA is classified by the Internal 

Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  ORA is registered with the Penn-

sylvania Bureau of Charitable Organizations.  ORA also administers the Oil Region       

National Heritage Area, designated by Congress in 2004. 



Tarbell House Restoration 
by Abigail Watson-Popescu 

Show Your Support for Oil 150! 

Wear Oil 150 Apparel! 

Neckties, polo shirts, t-shirts, hats, tote bags, and other Oil 150 

products are available now! Commemorate the Oil 150 celebration! 

 

Visit www.oil150.com or one of Oil 150õs regional sales  

locations to find commemorative products, apparel,  

oil history books, and much more. 

(Continued from Page 1)  
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     The Tarbell House restoration project 

might best be understood as a steady 

peeling away of layers to reveal the es-

sence of the house in which the Tarbell 

family once lived. The Tarbell House itself 

is something of an architectural social his-

tory. The house is constructed from materi-

als taken from the Bonta House Hotel in 

Pithole, Pennsylvania, after Idaõs father, 

Franklin Tarbell, bought the hotel in 1870. 

The Tarbell family sold the house to Lee 

Green in 1918, who, following a fire in 

1920, made several changes to the origi-

nal structure.  

     As a volunteer on the Tarbell House 

restoration project, I have torn up old car-

pets and disassembled other superficial 

additions the interior of the house has ac-

quired, including laminate flooring, wood 

around the baseboards, and an entire loft 

structure. My volunteer work also includes 

producing a video record of the restoration 

process.  

     The hidden details the contractors have 

uncovered are extraordinarily interesting 

and wonderful. Some of the historical as-

pects the construction has unveiled in-

clude four beautiful ironwork brackets in a 

floral motif that originally came from the 

Bonta House Hotel. Moreover, the contrac-

tors have also discovered that the visible 

stone of the foundation is a decorative 

façade used to hide the rough-hewn foun-

dation. Rather surprisingly, the construc-

tion project has revealed several pieces of 

wood in the attic that were charred from 

the fire in 1920, and were still providing 

structural support. In an exciting find, volunteers discovered a newspaper from 

1934 in virtually perfect condition underneath linoleum flooring.  

     Challenges arise during the process of restoring an historical house, and in-

ventive ways of thinking are necessary to ensure proper preservation. For in-

stance, Ron Gustafson, the contractor for this project, decided it would be es-

sential to build the new flatter roof underneath the existing roof in an effort to 

save the house from any potential rain damage that might occur from simply 

tearing off the old roof and putting a new one on.  

     There is a great amount of forethought, flexibility, and gritty, hard work that 

must go into an extensive preservation project like the Tarbell House.  

     If you would like to help as a volunteer too, please contact ORAõs Project 

Manager, Mike Henderson a (814) 677-3152, mhenderson@oilregion.org. 

     The vanity stamp featuring Colonel Edwin 

Drake will be  for sale as uncut press sheets 

at the Oil Region Alliance in Oil City, PA.  

     Anyone wishing to have mail other than 

the Oil 150 envelope cancelled with the can-

cellation stamp may do so by following regu-

lar USPS procedures at the Oil City Post Of-

fice, located at 302 East Second Street, Oil 

City, PA.  

     This unique one-day celebration is a do-

not-miss event for all interested in stamp 

collecting and oil history. Join Oil 150 and 

the Oil Region Alliance at Perry Street Sta-

tion on August 27 from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 

P.M. to buy the first day cover of this special 

stamp and cancellation. 


